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Active 
practice 
since 1980’s

Need for 
research

Collaboration
Co-creation

User



What kind of easy 
language is 
needed? Why is easy 

language needed - 
and how should it 
be implemented?linguistic approach

Easy Finnish
Easy Swedish

societal impact
Collaboration: Finnish Centre for Easy Language, Institute for the 
Languages of Finland, universities, user groups... 



Recent Action at the Field of Research

● Some research, not systematic
● 2018 Klaara Network founded
● 2018-2020 National Klaara Workshops  
● 2019 Nine co-creative workshops 
● 2019 International Klaara Conference in Helsinki
● 2019/2020 Special issue in Puhe ja kieli journal
● 2020-2022 Selkokielen ytimessä 

[At the core of easy language] project, 
funded by Kone Foundation



Teaching Easy Language 
at the Univ. of Helsinki, work done at the other universities, too!

2020

● Writing and Editing 
Easy Language

● Intro Course 
Online Future

● 30 cr package 
on Easy 
Language?

2010’s

● The Basics of 
Easy Language

● Supervising 
Thesis 2019

● Introduction to Easy 
Language

● Part of Translation studies 
course

● Individual project courses



https://www.differencebetween.com/



● Ongoing work with easy language terminology in Finnish
● Welcome to terminology in English and other languages!
● Room for discussion & debate
● Permanent storage base

https://tieteentermipankki.fi/wiki/Termipankki:Etusivu/en







Currently 0,6M words in Easy Finnish, newspaper text



● Special issue on easy 
language

● Timeline:
○ 2020 Planning
○ 1/2021 Open call 
○ 8/2021 Deadline for 

papers 
○ 8/2022 Publishing

● Eds: Camilla Lindholm, Tiina 
Onikki-Rantajääskö, Ulla 
Vanhatalo



● State of the Art, no study cases
● One chapter per a country
● Chapters following the same format
● Timeline (?):

○ 2020 planning the format
○ 2021 deadline for papers 
○ 2021 publishing

● Shared writing process
● Editors CL & UV
● Frank & Timme

Easy 
Language 

in Europe



kuviasuomesta.fi

Easy language as a civil skill in Europe
- Let’s collaborate!


